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Executive Summary
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INTRODUCTION
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RESEARCH DESIGN
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Problems: The design’s focus on minority empowerment leads to difficulties in defining
“minority-led.” In addition, the report has difficulties in dealing with foundations whose
missions do not include certain public policy areas, as well as organizations like the United
Way, which both receive and disburse foundation funds. These difficulties are elaborated
below.

RESEARCH METHODS (OPERATIONALIZING THE DESIGN)
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“The purpose of this study is to quantify the number of grants and dollars awarded by a specific
group of foundations to minority-led nonprofit organizations.” (p. 9)
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Problems: The lack of a random sample makes it impossible to apply the results to the many
foundations that account for the bulk of charitable giving.

Data Collection(Response Rate

& 5 # /0 §8 # -
# - 8/ $ -# # #
> ¢ # + ( # D /0 §7
+ " * . + # $& + "
# < # +
§
& # + & #
. i i . . .
> $ + + B +
# # - "o $
14 - # - 3 #
%
. " .
> R o # §&
* > . . +
" E ¢ = + 3 #

# "+ # ( +®™.§ 0



Stars - -

at George Masnn Llnl\rerslty

7 - # t3&
+ * ,+' # -
He2 ## # . * +
# $& # #
# ) % # + -
#3&
# " ¥+ + ( +5§
& # # #
* + * $ #
# + W .50
5 + * ' + §6
§G #+ #
# + B 3 + - ( #
$ + ( + + 3 #
§

Problems: A low response rate produced too little information to draw any conclusions about
the foundations that were sampled. Information from other sources proved too ambiguous and
incomplete to fill in the gaps.

Definitions
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The definition of “minority-led” is at once highly stringent and very vague — stringent in
restricting the types of organizations that might qualify but vague in explaining how those
restrictions are determined and applied.

DATA ANALYSIS
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Problems: The study includes foundations whose missions make it difficult or impossible for
them to give to minority-led organizations as defined by the study. This artificially lowers the
percentage of funding that goes to such organizations. The researchers lack the evidence to
make more appropriate comparisons based on the amount of money realistically available to
minority-led organizations.

CONCLUSION
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The Statistical Assessment Service (STATS) is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to improve the public
communication of scientific findings and statistical evidence. STATS is an affiliate of the George Mason University
in Fairfax, VA.



